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The Vent
Estevan Vigil - CO/WY AFS President

The Colorado-Wyoming Chapter is looking forward to hosting the Annual
Western Division AFS Meeting this May in Westminster, CO. Details are on
page 12 of this newsletter. The Western Division is comprised of 10 chapters
and multiple subunits. This meeting provides the opportunity for aquatic
professionals and students who serve as natural resource stewards to network
and share research from across the country. In these current times of
uncertainty within the nation, supporting one another and continuing
stewardship of our public trust resources is more critical than ever.

There are many valid concerns related to the recent terminations of federal
employees, not the least of which is the fact that many of these employees
were in the probationary period of their positions. The termination of these
employees is having drastic effects on the next generation of early career
professionals and threatens the very foundation of natural resource
stewardship across the country. The American Fisheries Society is deeply
concerned with these drastic changes and is working to provide opportunities
for displaced workers. In a recent AFS newsletter, Executive Director Jeff
Kopaska and AFS President Miguel Garcia speak about how AFS is working to
support members impacted by the mass layoffs. AFS is now offering a free job
board, hosting webinars on job-related topics, extending membership benefits,
and gathering and disseminating resources for displaced federal employees.
Please see fisheries.org for more information.

WANT TO HELP OUR CHAPTER OUT?! DONATE TODAY!

ANYTHING HELPS! DONATE TO THE CO/WY AFS CHAPTER HERE:
HTTPS://CHECKOUT.SQUARE.SITE/BUY/AVP6LHVVTM5ECPAX5QHJVGHW
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The Vent (continued)

If you are not an official member of the parent society of AFS, now is a good
time to join. Your support as a member helps AFS provide the support
mentioned above, as well as many other benefits. AFS is also currently
working on policy issues addressing sportfish restoration, sustainable
aquaculture, Snake River Dam removals, aquatic invasive species, and the
Endangered Species Act. The resources that AFS memberships provide
allow for the Society to offer these services, as well as others, to our
community of fisheries and natural resource stewards.

As | close, | would like to reflect on a recent communication from AFS 2nd
Vice President Dr. Marlis R. Douglas. Dr. Douglas sends weekly, short,
simple pieces of advice geared to be actionable changes for a leadership
mindset. In one of the latest “Mindset Monday” emails, Dr. Douglas
promotes the mindset of seeing “Change as an opportunity.” Dr. Douglas
says, “The future is uncertain and cannot be predicted. But 2025 will
certainly bring a lot of change. Adopt a mindset that views change as an
opportunity and focus on what is in your control to identify strategies and
tactics that allow you to be proactive and succeed during change.” While not
the easiest thing to do, | encourage you all to strive to adopt this mindset as
| firmly believe that plasticity is critical for resilience, just as it often is in
the aquatic ecosystems that we all love so dearly. With a positive and
steadfast mindset, our passion and dedication as stewards of fisheries and
natural resources can and will prevail in the end.

WANT TO HELP OUR CHAPTER OUT?! DONATE TODAY!

ANYTHING HELPS! DONATE TO THE CO/WY AFS CHAPTER HERE:
HTTPS://CHECKOUT.SQUARE.SITE/BUY/AVP6LHVVTM5ECPAX5QHJVGHW




STUDENT SUBUNIT REPORTS

WESTERN COLORADO UNIVERSITY

We have a small cohort of members this year, roughly five due
paying members. Our meetings have consisted of guest speakers
and documentary viewings. The speakers included Tawni Firestone
(CPW), Dan Cammack (CPW), and Giulio Del Piccolo (CPW),
presenting on previous and current projects. A few of us attended
the Desert Fish Council meeting last semester, held in Grand
Junction. It was a great experience for those of us who attended.
Also, in September we hosted our subunits first annual Icthoberfest
party which consisted of a potluck dinner and friendly conversation
along the Gunnison River.

COLORADO MESA UNIVERSITY

Colorado Mesa University subunit reports positively. Last
semester, we hosted multiple events including a USA Jobs
and Federal Resume Workshop, participated in lymph node
dissections with Northwest Region Colorado Parks and
Wildlife, and participated in and volunteered at 2024 Desert
Fishes Council. This semester, so far we have hosted an ice
fishing event at Vega State Park and a visit from CO/WY AFS
president, Stev Vigil. We are planning multiple events
currently, including more guest speakers, possibly a town float
on the Colorado River, and attending on-campus club fairs. In
addition, we are planning to attend WDAFS in May. We are
greatly appreciative of CO/WY AFS support and look forward
to continuing our membership!
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OFWIM DATA DASH SUBMISSIONS
CLIMATE SCENARIOS FOR THE WESTERN US NOW AVAILABLE!

The University of Wyoming (UWvyo), in collaboration with UCLA,
has developed a comprehensive suite of downscaled Global
Circulation Models (GCMs) at a 9km resolution for the western
United States. This dataset spans the years 1980-2100 and is
available at daily, monthly, and annual (water year) temporal
resolutions. If you were a participant of the OFWIM 2023
conference in Ft. Collins, CO, you were exposed to the public-
facing dashboard (WyAdapt: https://wyadapt.org), which aims to
reduce barriers to accessing and visualizing terabytes of data by
providing on-demand charts and tabular data at varying spatial
aggregations (i.e. county or watershed polygons). However, one
of the limiting factors of data dashboards is the restricted
ability to customize your own questions of the underlying data.
To facilitate deeper research gquestions and enable more flexible
use of these data, we have developed a cloud-optimized storage
architecture (using Zarr and COG file formats, coupled with API
endpoints) that enables on-demand spatial queries of the
underlying data, thus giving registered users the ability to ask
their own questions of the data!

FIGURE REPRESENTS THE EXTENT OF THE CLIMATE DATA

GET STARTED
API DOCUMENTATION

HTTPS://WYADAPT.ORG/SWAGGER/IN
DEX.HTML

EXAMPLES USING

R
(HTTPS://PATHFINDER.ARCC.UWYO.
LE.HT

ED

U/WYADAPT/WYADAPTEXAMP ML
PYTHON

HTTPS://PATHFINDER.ARCC.UWYO.ED

U/WYADAPT/ZARRWORKFLOWNB.HTML

We would love to hear some feedback if you have any, so please
don’t hesitate to let us know what youv think! - Shannon Albeke
salbeke@uwyo.edu, Senior Research Scientist, School of Computing/
WyGISC, University of Wyoming



mailto:salbeke@uwyo.edu
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<A New and Powerful>
<Data Science IDE:>
<Positron 1s Breaklng Boundaries>
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Western Division and CO/WY AFS

In the last editiom of the Angle'r", Lori Martin,
CO/WY AFS Archivist, 'r“eported on the histor o]t the
annual meetings jointly held by the Western givision
and the CO/WY Chapte'r" of AFS. The fi'r“st joint
meeting was held in 1983, and we partner again in

2025 to convene the fifth WDAFS and CO/WY AFS
Joint Annual Meeti'ng.

The following pages include the official record of
our joi'nt annual meeti'ngs that was, unfortunatelg,
missed when the last issue went to print.

Our professional societg meetings are amn incredible
opportunity to develop and advance fisheries science
and management ideas and support individuals in
our pu'r“suits to p'rvotect and enhance a_ﬁuatic
resources and angling opportu'nities. his year, we
will enjoy the rare opportunity to meet closer to
home with a wider breadth of ?isheries professionals
{'rvom across the West to metwork, share knowledge,
earmn, grow, and advocate fo*rv ouT resources.

Thank you, Lori, for tracking down this information.
W e app'rveciate the opportunitg to 'rve]clect omn all of
those who have contributed to the eve’r“—importa'nt
convening of Western fisheries professionals across
the division and our chapter.
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Year Dates State City WD Officers Chapter Officers
1583 July 10-14 Wyoming | Jackson | President: State of Wyoming
Donald Duff Hosted
President-Elect:
Stanley Moberly
Secretary-Treasurer:
Meil Armantrout
Past President:
Robert White
1985 July 15-19 Colorado | Snowmass | President: State of Colorado
Village Meil Armantrout Hosted
President-Elect:
Anthony Movotny
Vice President:
Dom Martin
Secretary-Treasurer:
Ellen Gleason
Past President:
Stanley Moberly
1952 July 13-16 Colorado Fort President: President:
Collins Donald Chase Tom Mesler
President-Elect: Vice President:
Glenn Phillips Frank Rahel
Vice President: Secretary-
Randy Bailey Treasurer:
Secretary-Treasurer: | Ken Kehmeier
Lynn 5tarnes Past President:
Past President: Mike 5tone
David Burns
2000 July 16-20 Colorado | Telluride | President: President:

Ken Hashagen
President-Elect:
Bill Bradshaw
Vice President:
Eric Knudsen

Secretary-Treasurer:

Ed Cheslak
Past President:
Robert Bilby

Sherman Hebein
Vice President:
Dan Yule
Secretary-
Treasurer: Paula
Guenther-Gloss
Past President:

Ron Bemmick
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Year Dates State City WD Officers Chapter Officers
2004 | Feb. 25-Mar. 4 *Utah Salt President: President:
Lake Thomas McMahon David Zafft
President-Elect: Vice President:
Lynn Starnes Anita Martinez
Vice President: Secretary-
F. Joseph Margraf Treasurer:
Secretary-Treasurer: | Hilda Sexauer
Monica Hiner Past President:
Past President: lohn Alves
Don MacDonald CSU Student
Nominating Subunit President:
Representative: Boyd Wright
Kathryn Boyer UW Student
Subunit President:
Mike Bower
2012 Mar. 26-29 Wyoming | Jackson | President: President:
Dave Ward Diana Sweet
President-Elect: Vice President:

Christina Swanson
Vice President:
Pamela Sponholtz

Secretary-Treasurer:

Mary Buckman
Past President:
Lori Martin

Ryan Fitzpatrick
Secretary-
Treagsurer:

Paul Gerrity

Past President:
Ann Widmer

CSU Student
Subunit President:
Eric Gardunio

UW Student
Subunit President:
Clark Johnsan

*Co-hosted with the Bonneville {now Utah) AFS Chapter
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Why Use Our Room Block?

Room rates secured by WDAFS and CO/WY AFS are less than
nearby hotel rates, but not only does using our room block save
you money - it also saves the meeting and us money! Saving
this money helps us to better control registration prices (more
important than ever given inflationary costs) and helps us to
bargain for more concessions on your behalf as an attendee.
Also, the hotel room blocks are vetted for safety, authenticity
(no scam hotel reservations), amenities, convenience, better
networking opportunities, and ease of travel (reducing your
carbon footprint by minimizing traveling distance for our
attendees). The room block also allows us to provide rooms for
our student subunits. So please be sure to use the room block
when booking your accommodations so that you can have a
safer, easier, and more affordable meeting experience!

The application period for the Colorado/Wyoming Chapter of AFS
Mentoring Program is currently open. We will be accepting
applications through May 15th for opportunities beginning in the
spring. If you are interested in being a mentor or mentee, please
fill out the application form that can be found here for mentees
or here for mentors. You can learn more about the program and
find the links to the application forms on the CO/WY AFS website
under the mentoring program overview:
https://units.fisheries.org/cowyafs/mentoring-program/.

Please contact the Colorado/Wyoming AFS Mentoring Committee,
Dominique Lujan (dominique.lujan@tu.org) or Chance Kirkeeng
(Chance.Kirkeengl@wyo.gov)with any questions.



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexLeWcrxCrdWCa_d9gmsTZVJCTpoapgfYpSAaiowRCwLu7Ug/viewform__;!!PUG2raq7KiCZwBk!YpIWzCXU4GPak9f41o7vzDpOVgjwdvmL9cxiSXio48w-wu-Fk1sT3FdKec7H1E1lO8DHBdox29SZBWFmTVCbFuirn6YgUKI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5m_VTWEZ1obaBg982fYOE2f53k7jumQoPALmQVf9kkh9QFw/viewform__;!!PUG2raq7KiCZwBk!YpIWzCXU4GPak9f41o7vzDpOVgjwdvmL9cxiSXio48w-wu-Fk1sT3FdKec7H1E1lO8DHBdox29SZBWFmTVCbFuir4U6EXcE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/units.fisheries.org/cowyafs/mentoring-program/__;!!PUG2raq7KiCZwBk!YpIWzCXU4GPak9f41o7vzDpOVgjwdvmL9cxiSXio48w-wu-Fk1sT3FdKec7H1E1lO8DHBdox29SZBWFmTVCbFuirnUfh2vc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/dominique.lujan@tu.org/__;!!PUG2raq7KiCZwBk!YpIWzCXU4GPak9f41o7vzDpOVgjwdvmL9cxiSXio48w-wu-Fk1sT3FdKec7H1E1lO8DHBdox29SZBWFmTVCbFuirItIBqW0$
mailto:Chance.Kirkeeng1@wyo.gov
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CO/WY Awards Nominations

Time is running out! Get your nominations in before the March 31st deadline. The
Colorado/Wyoming Chapter has four awards for recognizing our fisheries professionals and the
Awards Committee needs your help in determining qualified candidates to receive awards at the
2025 Annual Meeting. This is an opportunity for you to become involved and see that your
professional peers receive their deserved recognition from the American Fisheries Society.
« Award of Excellence: Recognizes an individual who has made significant contributions in the
fishery-aquatic resource field.
. Max Award of Merit: In honor of Max Rollefson (WGFD), this atta bio
recognizes a short-term professional accomplishment in management,
administration, research, or culture.

e Outstanding Mentor Award: This award recognizes a fisheries professional who has shown
substantial devotion to assisting or mentoring prospective fisheries students/professionals,
current fisheries students, or fisheries professionals.

e Leaky Boot Award: Recognizes the most outrageous behavior of any fisheries
student or professional in the year prior to the Chapter’'s Annual Meeting.

The deadline to nominate will be March 31, 2025. For more information on how to
nominate your peers, please contact Travis Neebling at (307) 233-6410 or
Travis.Neebling@wyo.gov.

Western Division AFS Award Nominations

The WDAFS awards deadline has been extended to March 17!
Please consider nominating someone, an organization, or your
Chapter or Subunit for one of the many WDAFS awards to be
presented in Westminster during the annual meeting using this
form: https://forms.gle/CAbRmMVOHCE8a3F8A6. Don't let another
year go by without giving your colleagues the well-earned
recognition they deserve!



https://forms.gle/CAbRmVoHCE8a3F8A6
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